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DETAILED ACTION 

Claims 1-18 have been examined in response to application filed 09/26/2003. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Shimizu 
et al (US Patent 6374271 B1 ), hereinafter "Shimizu". 

As to claim 1, Shimizu teaches a method for authoring a digital document (col.1 
lines 42-45), comprising: 

configuring a multi-channel stage layout for the document, the multi-channel 
stage layout including a plurality of stage channels (col. 1 lines 45-49, col. 1line 66 
through col. 2 line 2); and 

configuring a program, wherein configuring the program includes associating the 
program with at least one of the plurality of stage channels (col. 2 lines 6-1 1 ). 

As to claim 2, Shimizu teaches wherein configuring a program includes creating 
the program (col. 1 line 66 through col. 2 line 2). 
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As to claim 3, Shimizu teaches wherein creating the program includes: importing 
a media file to a program slot (col. 1 lines 60-65). 

As to claim 4, Shimizu teaches wherein creating the program comprises: 
performing a media search (col. lines 55-59); and 

importing a media file to a program slot, the media file being retrieved as part of 
the media search (col. 1 lines 63-65). 

As to claim 5, Shimizu teaches wherein configuring a program includes 
configuring program properties for the program (col. 5 lines 44-65, "legend area"). 

As to claim 6, Shimizu teaches configuring scene settings for the document (col. 
7 lines 26-28). 

As to claim 7, Shimizu teaches configuring scene settings includes configuring a 
marker (col. 7 lines 60-66, "Bento-box"). 

As to claim 8, Shimizu teaches wherein the marker references a state of the 
document at a particular time during playback of the document (col. 8 lines 4-7). 

As to claim 9, Shimizu teaches wherein the state of the document includes a 
stage layout at the particular time, a content of stage channels of the stage layout 
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at the particular time, and settings for the stage channels at the particular time (col. 7 
lines 16-33). 

As to claim 10, Shimizu teaches wherein the content of one of the stage 
channels at the particular time can include a program associated with the one of the 
stage channels (col. 7 lines 16-33). 

As to claim 1 1 , Shimizu teaches configuring scene settings for the document 
comprises: configuring a first marker (Figure 14 reference character 830); configuring a 
second marker (Figure 14 reference character 840); configuring the document to 
transition from the first marker to the second marker during document playback (Figure 
1 5, col. 8 lines 2-7). 

As to claim 12, Shimizu teaches wherein the document is configured to transition 
from the first marker to the second marker in response to a document event (col. 8 
lines 1-20). 

As to claim 13, Shimizu teaches configuring a slide show for the document (col. 2 
lines 12-13). 

As to claim 14, Shimizu teaches configuring the slide show as a series of content 
(Fig 16, col. 8 lines 8-20). 
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As to claim 15, Shimizu teaches configuring the slide show as at least one of a 
series of images, a series of videos, a series of audio, and a series of slides (col. 7 
lines 26-32, col. 8 lines 8-20). 

As to claim 16, Shimizu teaches configuring the slide show as a series of 
programs (Figure 14, col. 7 lines 60-63 -> Individual Bento-boxes can be individual 
programs). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 17-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Shimizu et al (US Patent 6374271 B1 ) in view of Microsoft PowerPoint 2000. 

As to claim 17, Shimizu teaches the method of claim 13. However Shimizu does 
not teach configuring a cycling setting for the slide show. PowerPoint teaches cycling 
setting for the slide show (Figure 1 reference character 100 -» looping continuously). 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time the invention was 
made to have combined the authoring of a digital document of Shimizu with the looping 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/672,875 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2176 

feature of PowerPoint to allow for smooth and simple viewing of content and is great 
way to communicate information without having to have someone available to run a 
slide show. 

As to claim 18, PowerPoint teaches wherein configuring the cycling setting 
includes configuring the series of content to cycle automatically (Figure 1 reference 
character 100 -> looping continuously). 

As to claim 19, wherein configuring the cycling setting includes configuring the 
series of content to cycle in response to a document event (Figure 1 reference 
character 200 -> "Using timings, if present" will allow the slide show to cycle based on 
a set time frame). 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record on Form PTO 892 and not relied upon is considered 
pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Andrea N. Long whose telephone number is 571-270- 
1055. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon - Thurs 7:30 am to 5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Heather Herndon can be reached on 571-272-4136. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Andrea Long 
01/05/2007 




PRIMARY EXAWJNER 



